The asymmetric unit in the title compound, C 5 H 5 NO, comprises two independent but virtually identical molecules of 2-pyridone, and represents a monoclinic polymorph of the previously reported orthorhombic (P2 1 2 1 2 1 ) form [Penfold (1953) . Acta Cryst. 6, 591-600; Ohms et al. (1984) . Z. Kristallogr. 169, 185-200; Yang & Craven (1998) . Acta Cryst. B54, [912] [913] [914] [915] [916] [917] [918] [919] [920] . The independent molecules are linked into supramolecular dimers via eight-membered {Á Á ÁHNC(O)} 2 amide synthons in contrast to the helical supramolecular chains, mediated by {Á Á ÁHNC(O)} links, found in the orthorhombic form.
Related literature
For the structure of the orthorhombic form of 2-pyridone, see: Penfold (1953) ; Ohms et al. (1984) ; Yang & Craven (1998) . For related studies of co-crystal formation, see: Broker & Tiekink (2007) ; Ellis et al. (2009) . For analysis of the geometric structures, see: Spek (2009 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Comment
Crystals of the monoclinic polymorph of 2-pyridone, (I), were isolated during an on-going study into the phenomenon of co-crystal formation (Broker & Tiekink, 2007; Ellis et al., 2009) . The orthorhombic form of (I) has been characterized previously (Penfold, 1953; Ohms et al., 1984; Yang & Craven, 1998) .
In (I), two independent molecules comprise the asymmetric unit, Fig The crystal packing in (I) is sustained by eight-membered {···HNC(O)} 2 amide synthons whereby the two independent molecules are linked, Table 1 and Fig. 1 . The dimeric aggregate is effectively planar with the dihedral between the two 2-pyridone rings being 7.88 (6) °, The dimers are connected into zigzag layers in the ac plane via C-H···O interactions, Table 1 and Fig. 2 . The major difference between the two polymeric forms of 2-pyridone rests in the mode of association between the 2-pyridone molecules. In the orthorhombic form, the molecules are lined into supramolecular helical chains through a continuing sequence of {···HNC( O)} links. 
Refinement
The N-and C-bound H-atoms were placed in calculated positions (N-H = 0.88 Å and C-H 0.95 Å) and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation with U iso (H) set to 1.2U eq (N, C). Figures   Fig. 1 . Molecular structures of the two independent molecules comprising the asymmetric unit in (I), showing atom-labelling scheme and displacement ellipsoids at the 50% probability level. The molecules are connected by N-H···O hydrogen bonds (orange dashed lines). 
2-pyridone
Crystal data 
